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...Marija Magdalena anksti ryte nuskubeéjo prie Jezaus kapo ir pamate, kad akmuo
nuo angos nuristas ir kapas tuscias. Ji skubiai nubégo pranesti apastalams, jog
kapas esas atviras ir Jézaus kung kazkas bus paéme ir nezinia kur padéje. Gave
tokia zinia, Apastalai skubéjo prie kapo ieskoti Jézaus. O Marija Magdelena,
atéjusi pranesti apastalams apie atvirg kapa, dar netikéjo, kad Jézus yra prisikéles
(Jono 20; 1-9).

Broliai ir Seserys Kristuje,

Toronto tarptautinio oro uosto koplycCioje prie jéjimo dury yra padéta knyga,
kurioje lankytojai kvieCiami paraSyti savo maldos intencijas arba komentarus. Esu
skaites labai graziuy maldy. Tuo paciu ne viena maldos intencija yra piligrimy
paraSyta, jiems keliaujant | savo piligrimine ar vertybiy ieSkojimo kelione,
aplankant pasaulio Sventas vietas. Tokiu budu si kelioné tampa dvasinio ieSkojimo
ar atsinaujinimo siekiu, panasSiai kaip Marijos Magdelenos ir Apastaly
nuskubeéjimas prie Kristaus tuscio kapo tapo tolesnis dvasinis ieskojimas.
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Kataliky tradicijoje per neeilinius PopieZiaus paskelbtus metus, kaip $ie Sventieji
Gailestingumo metai, skirti pagerbti ir patirti Dievo gailestinguma, tikintiesiems
sitiloma leistis i piligrimine kelione ir uzsitarnauti atlaidus. Koks piligriminés
kelionés tikslas? Piligrimyste parodo, kad, GAILESTINGUMAS, yra siektinas
tikslas, reikalaujantis isipareigojimo ir aukos. Piligriminé kelioné turi skatinti
atsivertima” (MV 14), raso Popiezius Pranciskus.

“Misy, Sirdis bus nerami, kol neatras poilsio Tavyje”, meldési Sv. Augustinas. Kiek
tame yra tiesos! Juk zmogus per savo gyvenimo piligrimyste iesko laimeés, meilées,
pripazinimo, gyvenimo prasmeés, Dievo... Deja, neretai tos laimeés vieni ieSko turte,
kiti - horoskopu pranasystése, kurios klaidina, veda i neviltj ir nepasitikéjima
Viespaciu. Taip yra pridengiamas Jo Gailestingasis Veidas. “Jézus Kristus yra Tévo
gailestingumo veidas. Sie ZodZiai gali buti geras krik$¢ioniu tikéjimo slépinio
apibendrinimas. Tévo gailestingumas tapo gyvas bei regimas ir pasieké savo
auksciausaji taska” (MV 1.).

Didziosios savaités liturginés apeigos bei tradicijos tepadeda mums visiems
atpazinti Gailestingajj Jézaus Veida. Prisikéles Kristus Sv. Velyky proga telaimina
Jus, Jusu Seimas, parapija bei lietuviy bendruomenes ir visas musu piligrimines
keliones.

Linkiu visiems palaiminty ir dziugiy Sv. Velyku!
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... Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark,
and saw the stone removed from the tomb. So she ran to the disciples... and told
them, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they
put him.” So Peter and the other disciples... came to the tomb... and saw the
burial cloths there... and saw and believed (her). For they did not yet understand
the scripture that he had to rise from the dead (John 20:01-9).
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

At the entrance to the chapel at Toronto International Airport there is a visitors’
book where travellers are invited to write prayer intentions or comments. I have
had the opportunity to read these beautiful prayers. Many of them have been
written by pilgrims asking for God’s grace as they embark on their pilgrimage
journeys to holy places around the world. Their journeys are like a spiritual quest
or renewal, similar to the spiritual pilgrimage of Mary Magdalene and the
Apostles seeking understanding after they discovered the empty tomb.

“The practice of pilgrimage has a special place in the Holy Year, because it
represents the journey each of us makes in this life... Similarly, to reach the Holy
Door in Rome or in any other place in the world, everyone, each according to his
or her ability, will have to make a pilgrimage. This will be a sign that mercy is also
a goal to reach and requires dedication and sacrifice. (May our) pilgrimage be an
impetus to conversion: (may) we find the strength to embrace God’s mercy and
dedicate ourselves to being merciful with others as the Father has been with us,”
writes Pope Francis (Misericordiae Vultus 14).

“Our hearts will not be at peace until we find rest in You” prayed St. Augustine.
How much truth there is in that statement! During life’s pilgrimage we seek
happiness, love, recognition, the meaning of life, God... Sadly, some people search
for happiness in earthly treasures; others in horoscope predictions. This
mistakenly leads to despair and disbelief in the love of our Lord as his merciful
face becomes hidden from us. “Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy.
These words might well sum up the mystery of the Christian faith. Jesus of
Nazareth, by his words, his actions, and his entire person reveals the mercy of
God (MV 1).

May the liturgies and religious traditions of Holy Week help us to discover Jesus’
Merciful face. May the Risen Lord bless you, your families, parishes, communities
and all your spiritual pilgrimages.

Wishing you a blessed and joyous Easter!

Msgr. Edmond J. Putrimas
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